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Treasury, agreeing at the same time with the king that
in the formation of his Cabinet an attempt should be
made to secure the co-operation of Stanley and Graham,
who having seceded from the Whigs a few months
previously, were slowly gravitating towards the Conserva-
tive side. These overtures were declined, however,
both statesmen feeling that their secession from the
Government of Lord Grey had been so recent, that they
could not join a Government formed by Lord Grey's
leading opponents without grave loss of public character.
They assured Peel, nevertheless, of their high personal
esteem and their desire to afford him an independent
support. The Government was accordingly formed from
the regular Tory and Conservative Opposition, though
it was not altogether a reproduction of the Wellington
Cabinet of 1830. "My duty," writes Peel, "was to
make the Government as strong and efficient as I could;
and after the refusal of office by Lord Stanley and Sir
James Graham, I continued to act as well as I could on
the principle which had dictated the offer to them, and
invited into the service of the Crown such men of
Conservative principles as appeared most likely either
to strengthen the Government by their talent or to
conciliate support to it on account of their political
connections. The mere re-establishment of the Duke of
Wellington's Government of 1830 would have saved me
much trouble, but would have diminished the little hope
I ever entertained of being enabled to make a successful
struggle." Peel himself became Chancellor of the
Exchequer as well as Prime Minister; Wellington,
Foreign Secretary; Lyndhurst, Lord Chancellor; Lord
Aberdeen, Secretary for War and the Colonies, Goulburn,